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they do not take long to build and she has a very high
capacity of output.
The figures given for England's proposal are those of the
Treaty of London, but as it would be to her advantage to
give Japan smaller ratios, she will undoubtedly hold up
both hands to vote for the American proposal.
Japan, on her side, is dead against the principle of the
British proposal and, as Sat5, our representative, announced
at Geneva, definitely declines to accept the Treaty of
London as a basis of discussion.
As to submarines, England wants abolition, or, failing
that, limitation in size to 250 tons. The limit imposed by the
London Conference is 2000 tons; to reduce it to 250 would
be to render this type of ship utterly valueless. Japan is the
leading submarine country in the world, and to deprive her
of the use of them would, from the point of view of national
defence, amount to cutting off one of her arms. Further,
the Treaty of London allotted to Japan a total submarine
tonnage of 52,700, which she protested would not allow her
to build a sufficient number of boats. She maintains that
she requires 23,000 tons more, and the American proposal,
which would reduce the allowance to 35,000 tons, amounts,
again, from the point of view of national defence, to wrench-
ing off one of her arms : it would not allow her to build half
enough boats.
These questions of proportions and of submarines are
of the first importance to Japan, who cannot accept either
the British or the American proposals. Her difficulty will
be far greater if she demands equality. A possible plan might
be to endeavour to cause dissension between England and
America by supporting the former's principle of a few big
ships and opposing that of the latter of a large number of
cruisers. Another excellent scheme would be to support the
French and Italian demands for larger proportions and so
to endanger the British two-European-Power standard.
Yet again, to back up France whole-heartedly over the
submarine question so as to send the Anglo-American idea
of abolition up in smoke would be great fun.
However, to take a general view of the whole situation,
it is highly probable that England and America will work
together over the naval question, that they will, in the end,
come into direct collision with Japan, and that the Dis-